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o Requlem for a Traltor
A Spy’s Lonely Loyal

To Old, Betrayed Ideal:

- By Roy Medvedev i e Dbegan to study at Cambridge, a umvemty ac-
OSCOW Several weah .ago some: Foi"Bntam be was a' spy, a ‘traitor to }m ~cess|ble only to afew:at that time but rife
Donald Maclean.gathered -at licountry:and class;-condemned in:absentia'to -withspolitical passianseven:so. Britain still
2 pnvateWt in Mm.bonor his :30 years: of imprisorsnent. For the /lUSSR., | possessed. heumpue, and theruling class was
memoryon the ninth day-aftershis-death,’ as‘.hem onevof the best spies who- evgrworked mmmmpmmmenwfw the
" is the Russian custom. Among them were: fofSov:etmwlhgence ©rm R A nclomies. World Warlwassﬁllafmhmemo—
- several scholars-and specislists-on interna- “ For'20 years the Soviet media have been ryLaswasﬂ:eDeprw;on of192933. .
+tional rghm;wo formetqnﬂmbus of the SInglng‘the praises of Soviet sples-and e =i »;Mmy,“w-a ‘way- -out in ,ra‘hmlm "f :
-Cominern zand myself. Madean’s..circle 'of ‘bers ‘of the*secret police. They* havexmadra‘ “’cism>Still others, including some members of
friends 4nMoscow was not:daxge,-but those :hero-of-Richard Sorge, one of the first.to pre< - ithe “intelligentsia and the aristocracy; iread
who knew him best respectedéhim-and con- -dict the Nazi attack on the Soviet-Union, who  Marx and Lenin with hope. To them it was
sidered him a sincere person whose fate was was hanged in Tokyo in July 1944. Long arti- Soviet Russia that had provided “a ray of

not only unusual, but tragic. "~ cles appeared about Donald Maclean's former hope in the kingdom of darknus" by over-
Only a few of the people who worked Wlth friend Kim Philby, who had also occupied throwmgcapxtalmm.
Donald knew the de- - posts in Bntams diplomatic service. But no
tails of his biogra- . articles . -appeared = =
‘phy. The short _ ' : about Maclean, nor * pongld Maclean's personal crisis came dur-
obituary in lzvestia ST is it likely he would o the Spanish Civil War. At that time a -
paid tribute to him < : ' X have agreed to any Communist Party cell was aetive in aristo-
as a scholar, the au- such — publicity, e Cambridge. Young Donald- requested
thor of a number of e ‘though entire books  porisgion to join the party, but he was asked
swdies of England’s = .. - yad_l.)ee‘n‘v'pubhshed -to wait. Some time later he was asked to meet
foreign policy, adoc- .~ "~ _ inBritaimabout the «; (ortoin person,”- introduced ‘to him as a
tor of science and 2 - Made‘“_'l_"h‘lby ef-  cenior member of the Comintern {the Com-
prominent - member | fair. .munist International]. “You -can-do moare
of .the Institute of 1 happened 10 - g00d for the communist movement and its
World - Economics - meet Maclean in the  ion4ard bearer, the Soviet Union, by serving
-and - International C late 1960s. 1 had our common cause in secret, and not by join-
Relations. written 2 large ;o the party” the man told Donald. “It
But that does not : manuscript ~ about 14 b best for you to put some distance
explam why leading - Stalin .[later pub-  eteen yourself and the communists and
newspapers in Eng- lished in the Y‘Vest make a career for yourself hke mher young
" land and tl'ledlhntt:?l : ‘ﬁ‘!dg the txt;l]e dL?’; men of your background.” i
States ~ devo 1story Judge
major articles to the l which 1 was showing vegox;:)ld agr:x;cngx‘lfh this lo:fc' He] mi s&g ;
death of a scholar to individual histo- | 8 LS o ave o pay for his chaice. He
: id Bolsheviks = Price he would have to pay for his choice. He
who was never very < nans, 0 -sincerely believed in socialism and did not
well known in the and other. writers in j-want to continue the life of a well-heeled aris-
USSR - = D exfnh:;iis fo;ndﬂ‘et‘; I tocrat. Within his own society he was a “dissi-
A Scotsman, Don- co 4 dent,” but English society was folerant to dis-
ald Maclean was gather facts d; ':D sent and he would not have been faced with
born to a; wealthy, testimony to: One -imprisonment even if he had openly come
 aristocratic _family, a future book One “c . 4 with a gospel of Marxism.
and dozens of influ- - - : of my acquaintances 4 :
ential relatives congratulated h‘s father (who B - asked for permission - Now, however, Donald had become an

later became a member of the British Cabi- ‘to.show the manuscnpt, to Mark Petrovich -agent of a foreign power, a spy, and English
net) on the birth of a son. But when, at the Frazer; Maclean was going by that name in ‘society — like any other society — could not
age of 70, Donald Maclean died in Moscow in. Moscow. forgive him this. True, he had not been
tota! isolation, none of his relatives had been My acquaintance told me a little about bribed, but had been recruited through ap-
with him during illness and none was present Maclean’s life. His childhood had been typi- peals to his convictions. He received not a
at his funeral. cal for boys of his circle. In the 1930s, he single cent for his work as a spy, but that did

not justify his actions in the eyes of Brmsh

society. ;
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